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Today, we are gathered here in Bandar Sri Aman, a town whose very name means
peace. This is indeed an historic assembly. History will surely judge us by what we say
and do from today henceforth. We are on a prophetic threshold as children of God.

The Bible reminds us in Ecclesiastes 3:8 that there is a time for war and a time for peace.
It seems a paradox that we are called to be peacemakers (Matthew 5:9) yet at the same
time we are also to brace ourselves for war. Herein lies the mystery of living out our faith
in obedience to our calling as Christians and to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

The Archbishop of Canterbury declares, “Because by the grace of God we are defined as
family with a call to action in reconciliation, then we have to find not only the call but also
the means of being reconcilers, when our instincts and passions often lead us in the op-
posite direction.”

“If the Church is not a place both of conflict and of reconciliation, ...it is a failing or failed
church. It has ceased to be the miracle of diversity in unity, of the grace of God breaking
down walls.”

With its multi-ethno-religious makeup, Malaysia can present itself as a model to be a mira-
cle of unity in diversity. Unfortunately, the scourge of ethno-religious strife is fast ap-
proaching its flashpoint with extremist elements of political Islam relentlessly stoking the
fire of hatred and bigotry.

How then do we live? Some among those who mean well have suggested that when
slapped on one cheek we are to offer the other. This is half-baked theology if turning the
other cheek tantamount to sending a message to the provocateurs and extremists in politi-
cal Islam that we are willing to abandon our calling to being peacemakers and reconcilers.

These are, in fact, a tyranny by a minority while the rest of us including peace-loving Mus-
lims and non-Muslims, are being sucked into a spiral of silence only to become a suffering
majority. The ultimate responsibility is for all Malaysians of goodwill to ensure that our
beloved Malaysia is not hijacked and betrayed by the deluded minority. To turn the other
cheek in these circumstances is indeed to bear false witness to the Gospel of reconcilia-
tion itself. This we will not do. The insanity that we are facing has become so systemic
that even the judiciary has seen it fit to abandon sound principles of jurisprudence and
taken an unprecedented extra-judicial position that the use of the word ‘Allah’ to refer to
God is not an integral part of the faith and practice of Christianity. This is an uncalled for,
unnecessarily excessive and a gross insensitive provocation.

This is a travesty of our constitutional and human right. It is the Church’s sole prerogative
to manage its own affairs including translation of our Holy Scriptures into Bahasa Malaysia
and our native languages. This is the exclusive ecclesiastical authority of the Church
which neither the state nor the judiciary should trespass in accordance to settled interna-
tional convention and law.The continuing prohibition on the use of the word “Allah” has far
reaching consequences affecting the profession and practice of the Christian faith
amongst the Bahasa Malaysia and other indigenous language speaking Christians of
Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak who constitute 64 % of the Christians in

Malaysia or 1.6 million of the population.
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Christians will defend right to use ‘Allah’, says Sarawak Archbishop

The word “Allah” as referring to God has always,
continuously and consistently been used by these
Bumiputera Christians in all aspects of the Christian
faith including all forms of religious services, pray-
ers, worship, liturgy, and religious education and
there is irrefutable historical evidence in support of
this. The finding of the Court of Appeal has embold-
ened certain extremist Muslim religious The finding
of the Court of Appeal has emboldened certain
extremist Muslim religious authorities to seize cop-
ies of the ALKITAB BERITA BAIK and the BUP
KUDUS the Bible in the Iban language (in which the
word “Allah” is used) which were specifically import-
ed into Malaysia for the use of our Bumiputera
Christians thereby violating their inalienable rights
to complete religious freedom as guaranteed under
the Malaysia Agreement and the Federal Constitu-
tion. We must be reminded of our cultural heritage
as Christians that it is neither accident nor coinci-
dence that Sarawak is the only Christian majority
state in the country. Our status is one of divine ap-
pointment. It is not surprising then that Sarawak is
known as the Bible belt of Malaysia. The fact that
the Church in Sarawak has not for once demanded
that the post of Chief Minister or that of the
Governor be picked from among Christians bears a
testimony to the extend the Church is willing to go
for the sake of reconciliation and peacemaking. We
are doing our part in reconciliation. At this gathering
we are affirming the call our cultural heritage and
our constitutional rights to practise our faith without
undue interference and intervention.

We, therefore, urge the Federal government to
revert to the status quo by entering into consent
judgments for the three cases still before the courts
related to the use of the prohibited word. It has not
been easy for us. But because by the grace of God
we are defined as family with a call to action in rec-
onciliation, it is our sacred responsibility to find not
only the call but also the means of being reconcil-
ers, when our instincts and passions often lead us
in the opposite direction. We have gone the extra
mile for the sake of reconciliation. May God bless

Malaysia. /

Archbishop Datuk Bolly Lapok
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WORSHIP SERVICE DURING
THE HOLY WEEK
( 14-16TH APRIL)

LADIES BLOUSES ON SALE AT CCM
ECUMENICAL CENTER

;T here will
@Oly I be a Taize
Week

worship
service held
during the Holy Week :
14th—16th April 2014
(only)
at 8.00pm
at the

Chapel of Light
( CCM Ecumenical
Center)

ALL ARE WELCOME!

As a fund raising project for the CCM
Building Fund, ladies blouses imported
from America was donated by a well
wisher. All blouses are 100% cotton and
available in all sizes (S, M, L), patterns
and are all brand new.

Those interested can come over to the
Ecumenical Center Level 1 where it is
being displayed .

The cost of each blouse is only
RM 19.90.

HURRY! HURRY! While stock lasts!

For further information contact
Ms. Susanna at 03-79567092

The Admin Manager
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VACANCIES IN Wesley Methodist

School, KL

Wesley Methodist School is a private Secondary
School, offering the National Curriculum. We place
great emphasis on student discipline, good
character and academic excellence.

We invite individuals to join our team of committed
and dedicated staff to fill the following vacancies.

1. Finance Assistant 2. Admin Assistant

3. General Clerk 4.Science Lab Assistants

All applications with full resume and names of two
(2) referees are to be submitted to :

Wesley Methodist School

Log 185, Jalan Lima, off Jalan Sentul
51000 Kuala Lumpur

or email to : adm.mgr@wms.edu.my

Tribunal today.

tered (as a voter),” he said.

Abuse of postal votes

EC must reform

UPDATED MARCH 25 2014
SUBANG: The 13th general election (GE13) had multiple failings in the manner it was conducted, revealed the Bersih People’s

BERSIH TRIBUNAL REPORT: GE 13 FAILED IN MANY WAYS:

The Bersih Tribunal Chairperson says that almost every tenet needed to conduct a free and fair election was violated

In delivering its findings, the tribunal chairperson Yash Phal Ghai concluded that virtually every tenet needed to conduct a free

and fair election was violated in the conduct of the polls. “Overall, there is strong evidence of various inaccuracies on a scale so
great in GE13, that there is reason to suspect that it was designed to set the scene for fraud,” he said, touching on the voter registra-
tion process. “Errors are expected but it hard to understand on how someone who did not apply (to become a voter) can be regis-

The findings were based on the public sessions held from Sept 18 to 21, last year, where witnesses who claimed of electoral irregu-
larities were cross-examined by the tribunal officials. “As such, the tribunal must conclude that this was the result of some deliber-
ate act of fraud, though on whose part is not really clear,” said the constitutional law expert.

Yash, however, pointed out that since no one was supposed to register without showing identification, it was hard to believe that
there was no collusion on the part of the Election Commission (EC) staff.
“There was a good deal of evidence presented to the tribunal showing that considerable number of people were registered away
from the place they really live,” he said.

Another major issue in the election was the excessive use of postal and advance voters. “Though this may be useful for those genu-
inely unable to vote on polling day, it raises more problems at later stages,” he said, adding that there were risks that postal voters
were attributed to the wrong constituencies. Citing Merdeka Centre report as an example, Yash said that without postal and advance
voters, Barisan Nasional (BN) would have lost the election. “There were a number of constituencies where the results were of a
small margin. One unsuccessful candidate gave evidence that there were 1,605 missing votes in his constituency.

“Having lost by 460 votes, he was convinced that the missing votes could have made a difference.

“If a government is announced to have won an election but people do not believe that it has won, this will trigger serious implica-
tions to the country because the government may lack the people’s acceptance,” he said.

On the EC, Yash said that the electoral body needs to undergo a comprehensive reform to restore public confidence in the institu-
tion. “The law must be changed to make the EC genuinely independent from the government,” said Yash.
Currently, he added, the EC’s operations were too closely linked to the government.

For example, Yash said that whenever the EC revises constituency boundaries, it reports to the prime minister, who sends it to the
House of Representatives for approval, attached with his own proposals.

“Independence would require that the EC organise elections based not on direction and intervention from the ruling party but on the
constitution and law. “Evidence also suggests that returning officers and polling officials were able to exercise too much discretion
at the operational level (voting and counting),” he said.
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