The study visit by the International Islamic University Malaysia students to Trinity
Methodist Church, Petaling Jaya.

On 10" November 2019, 41 undergraduate students from the International Islamic University
Malaysia who were undertaking the course on “World Religions” under the Department of
Usuluddin and Comparative Religion, Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human
Sciences led by their lecturer, Dr Mohd Noh Abdul Jalil visited and attended the worship
service at Trinity Methodist Church, Petaling Jaya.

The purpose of the visit was to observe how a Christian worship service is conducted, to
know more about the beliefs and practices of Christianity in Malaysia, and to provide a better
opportunity to the students to understand the various religions in a multi-religious and
ethnicity Malaysia. The students and the lecturer were given a tour of the church premises,
after which refreshments were served before a dialogue session was held. The dialogue
session with the pastor provides a platform for the students to ask questions arising from the
worship service they observed, the church’s practices and the Christian values.

It was an interesting experience and a cordial affair for both the students and the church
members. The students themselves testify that they were moved by the hospitable nature of
the church, the “structured” worship. They were also surprised by the way the hymns and
songs were sung, and the content of the sermon message. In such an environment we are
living in today, such visits and dialogue session help to build friendship and deepen our
understanding of one another’s background. Therefore, Malaysians are able to extend the
peace and goodwill to one another.
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