BUILDING BRIDGES, CONNECTING COMMUNITIES - BUILDING MALAYSIA, ONE ENCOUNTER AT A TIME

TOWARDS A NEW MALAYSIA

Twelve very different Malaysians came together on 7 August to experience and explore a special
project designed to build bonds of shared understanding and consciousness of what it is to be
Malaysian .

The day began with introductions and answers to the question - what expectations do you have of
this session? The responses ranged from developing real self awareness to a deeper appreciation of
the Rukunegara and values of Merdeka. These wishes pointed towards the hope for the new
Malaysia

SHARING EXPECTATIONS

WHAT EXPECTATIONS DO YOU HAVE FOR THIS SESSION?

VALUES LEARN HOW TO CONNECT REAL SELF PEOPLE BEING
WITH OTHER COMMUNITIES | AWARENESS COMMITTED

IMPORTANCE OF DIVERSITY IDEAS & RESOURCES & CREATIVE ACCEPTANCE
LEARNING COMMUNICATION

LEARN HOW TO DEFLECT / REACH OUT TO THE METHODS TO DEALING WITH

CHANGE CRITICISM / NEGATIVE | DISENFRANCHISED INITIATE "SAFE" SUBTLE RACIAL

VIEWS OF OTHERS DISCUSSION BIAS

COMMUNITIES TO BE RESPECT FOR ALL TRUST

PATRIOTIC BASED ON RUKUN

NEGARA & VALUES OF

MERDEKA

DIALOGUE ON BEING MALAYSIAN

The group then went on to view a 10 minute
video titled Anak Malaysia - a KOMAS production
which told the story of a child from an interethnic
marriage in Malaysia and the challenges faced by
both the child and the parents as they determined
for themselves how best to portray their identity
as Malaysian. The story led to a deep dialogue in

the group using a method of debrief called
focused conversation. The dialogue process is
specially designed to unpack the layers of perspectives and stereotypes which are common in
Malaysian society, as has been built up over the years. The intent was to have participants come
to a realisation that every stereotype and assumption about others needs to be clarified. It also
became evident from the dialogue that much more clarity is in defining what it is to be Malaysian.
This would be addressed more particularly in the follow up sessions. The in-depth look at
stereotypes and biases enriched the discussion further and would build resilience for the future.



BUILDING BRIDGES, CONNECTING COMMUNITIES - BUILDING MALAYSIA, ONE ENCOUNTER AT A TIME

VISION FOR THE NEW MALAYSIA

As the day came to the close, the group was asked to share their vision for the New Malaysia.
Dividing into 2 groups, they generated a host of responses to the questions:

1. What do We do well in Malaysia ?
2. What are some Concerns that we share?
3. What would we like to see in New Malaysia?

Here is a synthesis of some key responses -

Things that are going well in Malaysia:

- A beautiful mix of cultures with peace loving people
- strong and growing civil society

- good healthcare system

- active social media

- a young country

Some areas of concern are:

- political play of divide and rule

- religious extremism and fundamentalism on the rise

- urban-rural divide

- climate change and environmental issues

- discrimination of minorities and indigenous communities

Hopes for the New Malaysia

- Building a Malaysia that our children will want to live in

- Laws and practice to honour the Spirit of the Constitution
- New Narratives of hope for Malaysia

- Vibrant free press and media

- Active citizen participation in a true democracy

- Implementing a secular Constitution

The day ended on a positive note as expressed in the hopes for a New Malaysia. The shared
experiences of the 10 persons have already begun the new narratives of the Malaysian experience
and the inaugural and planning event gave the Design team useful insights on how the session may
be replicated for more groups and what we could do to focus the dialogue more fruitfully.

HarmonyWorks Facilitation and the Ecumenical Centre who jointly sponsored the event have plans
to repeat these sessions and multiply connections between Malaysians from all walks of life. It will
be an initiative among many others that have sprouted up recently. The intention is to move
beyond the good intentions and politically correct statements - and build real and effective bonds of
understanding and appreciation among individual Malaysians who share their wishes for a better
society, rooted on the values of the Rukunegara and the Federal Constitution.

Follow up events are on 6th October and 8th December 2018. Contact patnunis@gmail.com for
more information.
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