
 

EULOGY  

Prof. Dr. Karl Wilhelm Rennstich died on 19th December at 

the age of 78 in Reutlingen, Germany.  

With his passing away, we join his family and friends around 

the world, and most especially in Malaysia, to mourn his 

death and to hold in fond memory the privilege of knowing 

him as a dedicated missionary, a wise theologian and a 

great church leader who achieved great things during his 

life time.  

Born in a small town of Stetten in Southern Germany, he 

grew up to pursue his interest in auto mechanical technology. But that all 

changed when he opted for the study of theology, which he did in Wuppertal and 

Basel.  

Shortly after his graduation, he told took the bold step to become a missionary 

with the Basel Mission. He set out for Sabah with his wife Waltraud and started 

work among the Rungus people in the Kudat region of Sabah (1965-1972).  

He immersed himself completely in the culture of the Rungus, learning their 

language, translating the scripture, teaching theology and training pastors. While 

stationed in Sikuati, he lost his very young and eldest son Stefan who drowned in 

a well and lies buried there. In 1972 when foreign missionaries were forced to 

leave Sabah by the action of the former Chief Minister, Tun Mustafa, the 

Rennstich family decided to move to Singapore. From 1972 – 78, he served on the 

faculty of Trinity Theological College, Singapore. As a lecturer, he was well loved 

and admired by his students for his depth of knowledge in many fields of 

theology. 

During his time in Singapore, he was instrumental in overseeing the training of 

pastors of the ”infant” Protestant Church of Sabah. He also founded the German-

speaking Lutheran congregation in Singapore.  



In 1976, he received his doctorate in Theology from the University of Basel, 

Switzerland.  

He returned to serve in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Wuerttemberg in the 

Department of Mission, Development and Ecumenical Relations as Regional 

Director (1978-1986). While serving in that capacity he worked with a team of 

theologians from different parts of the world. He taught in churches, schools, 

mission seminars and attended conferences, bringing his rich missionary 

experience to bear witness upon the changes within World Christianity. True to 

his ecumenical commitment, while in Heilbronn he was instrumental in bringing 

leaders of the different churches together for ecumenical fellowship which led to 

the formation of the Heilbronn-Sabah Ecumenical partnership which continues to 

this day. 

In 1986, he became Director of the Mission Academy of the University of 

Hamburg. In that position he was instrumental in guiding a number of foreign 

students in their doctoral studies.  

In 1992 he was Spiritual Director of the Pastoral Formation at Bad Urach, assisting 

Pastors in their work in various congregations. He was also pastor in Seeburg till 

his retirement. Upon his retirement, his family moved to Reutlingen, where he 

kept up his reading, writing and friendship with friends around the world through  

emails and the Facebook. In his life time he had wrote and published books, 

articles and essays on numerous subjects. His greatest interest was on topics like 

Corruption, Ecumenism, Christian-Muslim Dialogue and Mission theology.  

He leaves behind his wife, Waltraud and three children, Katja, Ursula and 

Joachim. 

The churches in Malaysia in general, and the churches in Sabah in particular, owe 

him a depth of gratitude for his love, dedication and efforts to accompany the 

churches in their struggles and development. He has left a lasting spiritual 

impression upon so many church leaders, pastors and theologians, and all of them 

will share the great loss of his passing, but in their hearts they shall always know 

that he had planted the seeds of faith that will guide their work for the future.  



“Amai Rennstich” as he is called affectionately by the Rungus Christians, will 

surely count as one of the saints who brought to them the wondrous message of 

the Gospel and has been a spiritual father to so many of the pastors of the 

Protestant Church of Sabah. 

On behalf of the church leaders, pastors and theological faculties of Malaysia and 

Singapore, we pay tribute to the great legacy of Prof. Dr. Karl Rennstich.  

We are sure, that the words of St. Paul would be the words Dr. Rennstich would 

wish to leave all those whom he had known in his earthly life; 

“And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 

knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the 

day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God” 

(Philippians 1:9-11). 

In loving memory, 

From 

1. The Council of Churches of Malaysia 

2. Bishop Thomas Tsen and pastors of the Basel Christian Church of Malaysia 

3. Rev. Jensey Mojuin and pastors of the Protestant Church of Sabah 

4. Bishop Dr. Thu En Yu former Principal, current Principal and staff of the 

Seminary Theology of Sabah 

5. The Principal and staff of Seminary Theology of Malaysia 

6. The Principal and staff of Trinity Theological College Singapore 

7. All former colleagues and students of Prof. Dr. Karl Rennstich at Tinaggol 

Bible Training Center Sabah 

(31st December 2015) 


