Marina lauds spirit of unity against issues that divide

PETALING JAYA: Malaysians are
united when it comes to protesting
against religious and political prov-
ocation, social activist Datin Paduka
Marina Mahathir says.

Citing the condemnation of
Pastor Raymond Koh's abduction
and Datuk Shabudin Yahaya's con-
roversial statement about child
marriage, she said she was proud of
the show of solidarity by Malaysians
regardless of religion.

“Itis a sign that we would not he
manipulated so easily to break
apart, because that is the intention

of provocation,” she said.

In order to achieve justice and
peace, she called on Malaysians to
be vocal against acts of provocation
committed in the name of religion.

“It matters that people show up
and make their voices heard,” said
Marina at the third annual Day of
Solidarity talk yesterday.

Also present at the talk themed
“Pilgrimage Towards Justice and
Peace” were former law minister
Datuk Zaid Ibrahim and human
rights lawyer Datuk Ambiga
Sreenevasarn.

Zaid said Malaysians must share
mutual respect for one another for
peace to prevail.

“If this country truly wants peace
and wants to be fair and just for all
citizens regardless of religion, then we
must first agree that we need a com-
mon understanding of fairness and
justice,” said the former law minister.

Ambiga said the justice system,
Parliament and Election Com-
mission have failed Malaysians.

Citing the deferment of the con-
troversial Private Member’s Bill to
enhance the powers of the Syariah

courts or RUU355, Ambiga said it
was a political move and that it was
irresponsible of the Dewan Rakyat
Speaker to behave in this way.

“No man and woman are above
the law, but unfortunately we have
b el G l"[l-i.i.[‘l}’ men and women who
are above the law in Malaysia,” she
added.

The former Bersih 2.0 co-chair-
man said the Election Commission
had not been upholding justice as
voter registration activities were
only in selected places.

“The EC is another institution

that has failed us completely and
continues to fail us, but that is one
area where you can do something,”
Ambiga said.

She urged Malaysians to get vot-
ers to register and to sign up as an
election observer.

Ambiga said in the interest of the
country, Malaysians need to speak
up and hold the authorities account-
able, and be fearless about it.

The talk was co-organised by the
Malaysian Council of Churches and
the Conference of Religious Major
Superiors (Roman Catholic Church).
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