
Prayer & Liturgy Resource



MALAYSIA YEAR OF JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

A. FULL ORDER OF WORSHIP for Sunday Service or Special Service
(Includes suggestions and recommendations for hymns and songs)

Prelude:  O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing – Charles Wesley

Opening Welcome:
Beloved in Christ, we have come together this Sunday, to offer our worship and praise and thanksgiving; to hear and receive God’s Word, and to give thanks for the ushering of the 50th year of Malaysia as a Federation.  The Bible describes the 50th Year as a Jubilee Year (Leviticus 25: 8-55).  The Jubilee is a reminder to all God’s people that God’s salvation includes restoration and release so that there always will be justice, equity and freedom for all.

Opening Prayer: 
O Lord, our God, as we come together on this Sabbath day, the celebration of the Jubilee becomes a powerful reminder to us of Your messianic mission when You came on earth, that this is what we should seek for our country: food and land for the hungry and the homeless, freedom and hope for the oppressed and weak, justice and equity for everyone, harmony and mutual respect among peoples of all races and religions, righteousness and integrity in government and society, peace and economic prosperity for the nation, and to proclaim Your good news for all!  Today, as we come together in praise and worship, we pray that O Mighty God, will indeed bless our land with these things.  In Jesus’ most precious name we pray, Amen.

Opening Hymn: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God – Martin Luther

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 33): Leader (L), All (A)

L:  	Shout for joy in the Lord, O you righteous!  Praise befits the upright. Give thanks to the Lord with the lyre;  make melody to him with the harp of ten strings! Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts.
A: 	For the word of the Lord is upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness.  He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord.
L:  	Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! For He spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and it stood firm.
A:  	The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to nothing;  He frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the Lord stands forever,  the plans of His heart to all generations.
	
	BLESSED IS THE NATION WHOSE GOD IS THE LORD, THE PEOPLE WHOM HE HAS CHOSEN AS HIS HERITAGE!
	


Suggested Songs of Praise and Thanksgiving:
	
The Time Has Come (Hillsong) 
	Serukan Namanya (True Worshippers)
How Great is Our God (Chris Tomlin)
Holy, Holy, Holy (Hymn – John Dykes)
	Beautiful Saviour (Planetshakers)
	Heal Our Land (Planetshakers)
	From Ashes to Beauty (The Vine Band – Worship Central)

Prayer of Confession: (adapted from Hungering for Righteousness by the Calvin Christian Reformed Church Ottawa, Ontario)

All: 	God of justice and grace, 
we come to you, hungry for your forgiveness.
We confess the brokenness of our world, made manifest in hunger; 
The injustice that allows some to go without enough food 
while others have more than enough. 
We mourn the poverty and corruption 
that robs many people of their daily bread.
We confess our lack of love for our nation, and for our neighbours
We would rather complain and moan, than lift them up in prayer.
We are apathetic towards issues of injustice, 
keeping silent when we should speak.
We confess our self-serving and self righteous attitudes
Our wrong motives when we fast and pray.
You are the Bread of Life. 
Empower us to share in that life 
by sharing Your love and justice with others.
Help us to see You in the people we meet; 
Your grace in the relationships we share. 
Help us to give bread, love, and hope 
to a world that longs for these things. 
Help us to move past our indifference, our anger, our selfishness, 
to practice Your love. 
Teach us to seek You first and trust You for our daily needs.
Help us to feed your sheep. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness:

Our God is a God of mercy.
Those who seek forgiveness will find it.
Our God is a God of plenty. 
Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied.
Our God is a God of abundance. 
Those who are blessed by grace are inspired to share.
Our God is a God of love. 
Rest in God’s love, and be transformed.

	Hear and truly believe the good news of the gospel.

All: 	In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.

Scripture Reading:

	Leviticus 25: 10-12
	Isaiah 58: 6
	Luke 4:18-19
	John 8:32


Message (Suggested Themes):  
1. Blessed is the Nation whose God is the Lord
2. From Ashes to Beauty
3. And the Truth Will Set You Free

Offering: (Suggestion to receive a Special Offering for the underprivileged and the poor to set free those with debts) 

Prayers of the People: The Lord’s Prayer

Special Jubilee Prayers:
	
O God, we acknowledge You today as Lord, not only of individuals, but of nations and governments. Lord, we rejoice today that we are citizens of Your kingdom.  May that make us all the more committed to being faithful citizens to this nation.
In this year of Jubilee, we ask that You will grant Your gifts of love and joy and peace to Malaysia.  We ask for restoration of wealth and rights to the people.  We thank You for the freedom of being able to worship You openly in this nation. We ask for Your justice to reign, that all men will fear You. 
O Lord, it is You who exalts the humble and strengthens Your people.  You are the One who consecrates kings, priests, and prophets.  Awaken our nation’s leaders, O Lord, towards godliness and faithful stewardship of their office in guarding the nation’s wealth.  Strengthen our nation’s leadership with men of righteousness. 
Lord, we pray that Your people may be awakened to realise that You are God of righteousness and justice. That You desire the same from our nation’s leaders, our church leaders, our business leaders, and of ourselves – to proclaim Your good news of freedom to the world.
We pray for our Church leaders to be guardians of justice, and to protect Your Church in this nation.  We pray for their continued health and wisdom, that by the power of the Holy Spirit, that they may continue to give of themselves fully to the service of your people.
Awaken Your people, O Lord, to a commitment to justice, to the dignity of each individual human life.  Lord, pour Your Holy Spirit upon us, that we may be bold and courageous, and rejoice that You count us worthy to be Your servants in this nation.  
As we usher in the special time of Jubilee, help us to be Your instruments to bring freedom to those in bondage, healing to those in pain, and release from suffering, injustice and captivity.  Give us the strength to walk as Jesus walked, to meet the needs of all and proclaim Your message of good news, mercy and grace.  

We commit ourselves afresh to be a holy people, to serve our community and our nation, that the earth may be filled with the knowledge of Your glory.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Singing of the National Anthem

[bookmark: _GoBack]Closing Song:  	Power of Your Name (Lincoln Brewster)
UntukMu Malaysia (Daniel Eh) 

Announcements:

Benediction Song: The Great Awakening
 
Benediction:

Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; 
Hold fast that which is good; render to no man evil for evil; 
Strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
Help the afflicted; honour all men; 
Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
And the Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be upon you, and remain with you forever. Amen.

Dismissal: 
L:	Go and serve the Lord your God with gladness.  Proclaim the message of freedom and justice this Year of Jubilee.  Be holy as He is holy.

All:	We will be holy.  As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.  We go in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.






B. SPECIAL JUBILEE PRAYER for Insertion in Sunday Service 

O God, we acknowledge You today as Lord, not only of individuals, but of nations and governments. Lord, we rejoice today that we are citizens of Your kingdom.  May that make us all the more committed to being faithful citizens to this nation.
In this year of Jubilee, we ask that You will grant Your gifts of love and joy and peace to Malaysia.  We ask for restoration of wealth and rights to the people.  We thank You for the freedom of being able to worship You openly in this nation. We ask for Your justice to reign, that all men will fear You. 
O Lord, it is You who exalts the humble and strengthens Your people.  You are the One who consecrates kings, priests, and prophets.  Awaken our nation’s leaders, O Lord, towards godliness and faithful stewardship of their office in guarding the nation’s wealth.  Strengthen our nation’s leadership with men of righteousness. 
Lord, we pray that Your people may be awakened to realise that You are God of righteousness and justice. That You desire the same from our nation’s leaders, our church leaders, our business leaders, and of ourselves – to proclaim Your good news of freedom to the world.
We pray for our Church leaders to be guardians of justice, and to protect Your Church in this nation.  We pray for their continued health and wisdom, that by the power of the Holy Spirit, that they may continue to give of themselves fully to the service of your people.
Awaken Your people, O Lord, to a commitment to justice, to the dignity of each individual human life.  Lord, pour Your Holy Spirit upon us, that we may be bold and courageous, and rejoice that You count us worthy to be Your servants in this nation.  
As we usher in the special time of Jubilee, help us to be Your instruments to bring freedom to those in bondage, healing to those in pain, and release from suffering, injustice and captivity.  Give us the strength to walk as Jesus walked, to meet the needs of all and proclaim Your message of good news, mercy and grace.  
We commit ourselves afresh to be a holy people, to serve our community and our nation, that the earth may be filled with the knowledge of Your glory.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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